
SULTANATE OF OMAN                                       2018/2019 
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION          

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEST 

GRADE ELEVEN ‘CORE’ 

Semester One 

First Session 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 Write your answers on the Test Paper 

Time: 2½ hours                        Pages: 15 

 

ELEMENT Marks 
Red Marker Green Marker Blue Checker 

Name Name Name 

LISTENING 15  
    

GRM/VCB 10  
    

READING 20  
    

WRITING 15  
    

TOTAL 60      

 

 

 

Name  

School  Class  

omaneducportal.com



ENGLISH ‘CORE’, GRADE 11, SEMESTER ONE, 1st SESSION                                                                              2018/2019 

1 

 

LISTENING 1 (Items 1-7)                                                                        (7 marks)                                                 

You are going to hear a conversation between a teacher and a student. 

Listen, and shade in the bubble  next to the correct option. 
 

1. Mousa has only ___________________ minutes to discuss the topic with his teacher. 

  ten     twenty  thirty 

2. Mousa found that video games nowadays are _______________ previous years. 

  simpler than   the same level as               more advanced than 

3. 
According to the survey, ______________ of grade nine and ten students play for 

more than 17 hours a day. 

  23%  47%  74% 

4. Playing video games with his son helped the teacher to ______. 

  develop his  

multi-tasking skills         
 solve problems          learn how to cope 

with failure 

5. Big companies encourage employees to play video games to improve their ________. 

  mood  presentation skills  performance 

6. Mousa agreed to ____________________. 

  list video games that 

are harmful     
 include more 

recommendations 
 add more findings 

7. The teacher asked Mousa to ___________________________. 

  send an email          help his son         conduct a survey 
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LISTENING 2  (Items 8-15)                                                                      (8 marks) 

You are going to hear a story about Victoria Grover who went on a desert adventure. 
 

Part One: For each item, write a short answer (not more than FOUR WORDS). 

 

8.   Why did Victoria go to the desert?  

 

    __________________________________________________________________. 

 

9.    How old was she? 

 

   ___________________________________________________________________. 

 

10.  Where had she kept her water?  

 

   ___________________________________________________________________. 

 

11.  Who knew where she had gone walking? 

 

     _________________________________________________________________. 
 

Part Two:  For each item, shade in the bubble   next to the correct option. 

12. In the Utah desert, the weather at night-time was ________. 

  very cold  warm  hot 

13. Some years previously, she had taken a course in how to ___________ the desert. 

  preserve  discover  survive in 

14. Grover was found on the _______ day. 

  second  third  fourth 

15. She used her ___________ to support her broken leg. 

  stick and jacket  scarf and stick  jacket and scarf 

 

  

 

LISTENING 

                                                                                    SCORE 

 

15 
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GRAMMAR/VOCABULARY 1 (Items 1–5)                                               (2½ marks) 

For each item, shade in the bubble   next to the correct option. 

 
Our demand for electricity is growing at such a rate that over the next ______(1) _____ our  

generating capacity will increase rapidly. Fossil fuels supply nearly three-quarters of this  

______(2) _____. Unfortunately, the smoke coming out of coal, gas, and oil-fired factories  

is also responsible for half of our air _____(3) ______. That might be considered a small  

____(4) ____ to pay for progress. But there are other alternatives that are environmentally 

 friendly such as ______(5) ____ and wind power. 

 
 

 

 decade energy factory  industry pollution population price solar 

         

1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. 
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GRAMMAR/VOCABULARY 2  (Items 6-10)                                            (2½ marks) 

Complete each sentence with ONE word only. 

6.  While his mother ________ chatting on the phone, the child fell and hurt himself. 

7.  This is the ________ wonderful place we've ever visited! Don't you agree? 

8.  Sewing machines ________ believed to have been invented in 1790. 

9.   The football team ________ fly to Manchester next month. 

10.  _______ Salim had listened to his mother's advice; he would have got high marks. 
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GRAMMAR/VOCABULARY 3 (Items 11–20)                                              (5 marks) 

For each item, shade in the bubble  next to the correct option. 

 
 A book ___(11) ___ just been published to help parents to ___(12) ___ with their 

children's behavior at home. Dr James Bruno, ___(13) ___ is the author, says that the 

first positive discipline technique is for parents to ____(14)___ calm because 

__(15)______ parents do not achieve good results with their children. The second 

challenge is ___(16)____ know how to correct bad behavior in ___(17)____ effective 

way. Dr Bruno believes parents should establish clear ____(18)___ for children to 

follow. Finally, the most effective way of ___(19)_____ good behavior is to give 

positive feedback ___(20)____.  

 

 

11.  have  has  do  does 

12.  feel  change  feed  deal 

13.  which  whose  who  whom 

14.  remain  remains  remained  remaining 

15.  smart  confident  sensible  nervous 

16.  for  to  at  about 

17.  some  a  an  few 

18.  rules  grades  marks  labels 

19.  encourage  encourages  encouraging  encouraged 

20.  lately  immediately  suddenly  negatively 

     

 

GRM/VCB 

                                                                                    SCORE 

 

10 

omaneducportal.com



ENGLISH ‘CORE’, GRADE 11, SEMESTER ONE, 1st SESSION                                                                               2018/2019 

6 

 

READING 1 (Items 1-5)                                                                           (5 marks) 

Read the texts.  Are the statements which follow each text True or False?  

For each item, shade in the bubble   under the correct option. 
 

1.       

One of my favourite places to go on vacation is Mexico. I really like the climate there 

because it never gets cold. The food is really good. The people are very nice too. They 

never laugh at my bad Spanish pronunciation.  

 

Statement True False 

The writer enjoys warm weather.              

 
 

2.  

A tourist who posted an image onto Instagram while pointing to what he was doing 

illegally on his holiday in Hawaii soon ended up regretting it. The man had to pay a fine 

of $1500 after the police used his social media account to track down his home 

address. 

 

Statement     True False 

The tourist’s photo got him into trouble.   

 

 
 

3.  

Last week I injured my leg at school while playing tennis. My friends supported me a 

lot. After the accident, I realised how valuable friendships are. I do not know what I 

would have done without them. So I want to say I feel very happy to have such good 

friends. 

 

      

Statement True False 

The writer was upset with his friends.   
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READING 1 (continued) 

 

4.  

Iran is famous for its beautiful handmade silk carpets. The most expensive ones are 

those that are made with natural colours and stamped with the name of the family who 

have spent many years making them.  

 

Statement True False 

Plants are used to dye some Iranian carpets.   

 

 
 

5.  

Hi, I’m Evan. In summer, after schools close for holidays, I work at a park in a nearby 

coastal town. I enjoy working there because I meet lots of different people and love to 

hear their stories especially those told by old people.  

 

Statement True False 

 

Evan is a good listener. 
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READING 2  (Items 6-11)                                                                         (6 marks) 

Read the two e-mails.  

Then, for each item, shade in the bubble   next to the correct option.  

TEXT 1 

 Dear Nassir, 

I am seriously worried about you. I was shocked when I saw you on Snapchat smoking 

with your friends on the beach, last weekend. Remember, you and I attended a lecture 

on the deadly effects of smoking at Sohar University. After the lecture you said that you 

would never ever smoke a cigarette!  

Let me remind you about the facts that Dr. Ahmed referred to in his lecture. Smoking 

kills three million people each year. These figures are increasing worldwide. Smoking 

causes from 24% to over 40% of deaths in men. And as everyone knows smoking causes 

lung cancer and heart disease. Dr. Ahmed also stated that it can even cause mental 

problems, especially in men. Many teenagers have the wrong idea that smoking can help 

them escape their problems and obviously you are one of them. They also believe that 

they can stop whenever they want. But as studies have proven it is very difficult to stop 

once you have started. Not only are you causing a problem for yourself, but the smoke 

from your cigarette is also damaging anyone who is with you or in the surrounding area. 

This is why smoking is banned in many public areas.   

As your uncle, I would appreciate it if you can come home this weekend once I have 

returned from Japan. We can sit and discuss how best to help you stop this bad habit. I 

know that it’s difficult to discuss this issue with your parents and teachers.  

You know I am always there for you my nephew. 

Best wishes, 

Uncle Rashid 

 
 

6. Nasser’s uncle discovered that his nephew was smoking through a  ________. 

  photo                  friend  doctor 

7. The number of men dying from smoking is _________.  

  increasing       stable   decreasing 

8. The uncle is ________.  

  at home  abroad  at the beach 
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READING 2 (continued) 

TEXT 2 

 Dear Uncle Rashid, 

Thank you so much for contacting me. I was so embarrassed while reading your email. 

And I am so sorry that I have upset you so much. Let me explain how it happened. I 

went for a walk on the beach when I met up with some classmates. They offered me a 

cigarette and I refused. They kept on insisting that I take one. I kept on refusing but 

then they started laughing at me and calling me horrible names. Eventually, I couldn’t 

take it anymore and smoked one with them. It was disgusting. I couldn’t stop coughing. I 

couldn’t even breathe properly. They took my phone and posted me smoking on 

Snapchat. As soon as I got away from them I deleted it. Unfortunately, you saw it before 

I managed to do that. 

Do not worry Uncle; I will never be a smoker. Dr. Ahmed’s lecture is always on my mind. 

I know the dangerous effects of smoking. I would love to meet you this weekend. I have 

a lot to tell you about the bad experience I had with those classmates of mine!  

I cannot wait to see you. 

Best regards, 

Nassir 

 

9. Nassir felt ________________ reading his Uncle’s email. 

  angry  ashamed  happy 

10. Nassir explained that he was ______________. 

  forced to smoke  a regular smoker  just having fun with 

his friends. 

11. Nassir had a _______________ experience on the beach with his classmates. 

  positive  neutral  negative 
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READING 3 (Items 12-17)                                                                        (9 marks) 

Read the text. Then complete the tasks. 
 

 The Impact of Tourism 

Currently, there are approximately 1.4 billion tourists travelling around the world and this 

number is expected to rise in the coming years. Some cities have encountered so many 

problems with tourists that they have limited the number of people that can visit their 

city every day. Some of the issues that they are having to deal with are mentioned 

below. 

It is well known that that the city of Venice in Italy is sinking, and the huge number of 

tourists that visit it on a daily basis is making the problem even worse.  Locals have 

complained that tourism is responsible for an increase in pollution levels.  The UNESCO 

World Heritage Committee is concerned about the impact tourism is having on Venice's 

historical sites.  The authorities have implemented strict rules regarding tourism. One of 

the rules limits the number of hotel rooms available for tourists.  

Reykjavik, Iceland, is a popular vacation destination. In 2015, 1.26 million people visited 

Iceland, compared to the country's population of approximately 330,000. In 2016, the 

number of American tourists alone was greater than the number of locals living in 

Iceland. Because of the huge number of tourists visiting the island, the government 

issued permits for the construction of tourist facilities such as hotels, guesthouses, and 

restaurants. This has dramatically increased the price of land and has reduced the 

amount of farm land available for growing crops. 

Cozumel, Mexico, is a beautiful island surrounded by the Caribbean Sea. It attracts lots of 

tourists and is the second most popular cruise ship destination in the world, according to 

the BBC. Unfortunately, the coral reefs which surround the island are being destroyed by 

boats and scuba divers. The reefs are also being damaged by large cruise ships which 

pollute the sea and harm the wonderful marine life.   

 

According to the New York Times, a record number of 3.5 million people visited Cuba last 

year. Hotels have been buying most of the available food in order to cater for the large 

number of tourists. This has resulted in a food shortage as locals are unable to pay for 

food because it has become so expensive. The Cuban government has recently 

introduced laws to control the price of basic items such as rice, flour and milk. 

So many countries are facing similar issues that it may become necessary for the United 

Nations to draw up an international agreement to control the tourist industry worldwide.  
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READING 3 (continued) 

Task 1: For each item, write a short answer (not more than FOUR WORDS). 

12. What problem is Venice facing?  

 
       ____________________________________________________________. 

 
13.  How did the Cuban government deal with the food shortage? 

  
       ___________________________________________________________. 
 

14.  What is the role of the United Nations in limiting the negative impact of tourism? 

 

       ___________________________________________________________. 
 
 

 
Task 2: For each item, shade in the bubble  next to the correct option. 
 

15. The number of __________ has been controlled in Venice. 

  historical sites  hotel rooms  restaurants 

  

16. In 2015, the number of visitors to Iceland is __________ its local population. 

  greater than  less than  the same as 

  

17. Cozumel is famous for its __________. 

  coral reefs  delicious food  unique guesthouses 

 
 

  

 

READING 

                                                                                      SCORE 

 

20 
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WRITING 1                                                                                              (5 marks) 

Write at least 75 words on the following topic: 

“Teenagers are smarter now than they were fifty years ago” 

 Do you agree or not? Give your reasons. 
 

Your writing should be clear and interesting. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Marker A Marker B Average 
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WRITING 2                                                                                            (10 marks) 

Write a story of at least 100 words based on the following pictures. 

You can use the words in the box to help you. 

You can also put in more details to make your story lively and interesting. 

addict 
social media 

devices 
attention  angry 

stop       decide         marks improve 
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WRITING 2 (continued) 
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    Marker A Marker B Average 

    
   

 

WRITING 

                                                                                      SCORE 

 

15 
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LISTENING 1 (Items 1-7)                                                                        (7 marks)                                                 

You are going to hear a conversation between a father and his daughter Nada. 

Listen, and shade in the bubble  next to the correct option. 
 

1. Nada didn’t have lunch with her family because she was________________. 

  upset     sleeping    sick 

2. 

 

Last year, Nada used her____________________ laptop to complete her work. 

 

  friend’s    father’s    school’s 

3. 

 
Nada’s father didn’t buy her a laptop because__________________. 

  she broke his laptop                               her father had a lot of 

expenses     
 she was too young 

4. Her father suggested that they __________________laptop. 

  buy a reasonably- 

priced         
 order the latest         borrow her friend’s 

5. 

 
Nada’s father was financially committed for the past ______________years. 

  two    three  four 

6. 

 
Nada receives ________________ rials every month from her father. 

  twenty  thirty  forty 

7. At the end, the _______________ offered to pay for the laptop. 

  father    mother  daughter 
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LISTENING 2  (Items 8-15)                                                                      (8 marks) 

You are going to hear a story about a survivor called Austin Hatch. 

 

Part One: For each item, write a short answer (not more than FOUR WORDS). 

 

8.      When did the family go on holiday?                                                                                       

 

    ______________________________________________________________(year) 

 

9.      Who rescued Austin?                                                                                               

 

   __________________________________________________________________. 

 

10.    How many people died in the first plane crash?                                                                                       

 

   __________________________________________________________________. 

 

11.    What sport did Austin practice in his garden?                                                                                      

 

     _________________________________________________________________. 
 

Part Two:  For each item, shade in the bubble   next to the correct option. 

12. The family wanted to fly to Walloon Lake to celebrate______. 

  the father’s marriage   Austin’s acceptance 

into university 
 Austin's birthday. 

13. When the second plane crashed, ______________ survived. 

  all the passengers                                     Austin’s stepmother  only Austin  

14. The doctors believed that Austin’s chances of survival were _______________. 

  poor      average  high 

15. Austin was able to join the University of Michigan in ________________. 

  January   2011          June 2011           December 2014 

 

  

 

LISTENING 

                                                                                    SCORE 

 

15 
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GRAMMAR/VOCABULARY 1 (Items 1–5)                                               (2½ marks) 

For each item, shade in the bubble   next to the correct option. 

 
According to scientific tests carried out in 2011 (1)_____ New Zealand’s National Institute 

of Research, the Blue Lake is the clearest lake in (2) _________ world. It is 

(3)___________1200 metres above sea level. This ensures that the Blue Lake is always 

clear (4) _____________ cold. Local Maori tribes believe that no humans should enter the 

lake. However, in early 2013, a Danish photo-journalist and environmentalist was 

allowed to take photos (5) ____________ the lake for conservation purposes. 

 
 

 

 a and by of off situate situated the 

         

1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  

  

 

 

 

 

 

omaneducportal.com



ENGLISH ‘CORE’, GRADE 11, SEMESTER ONE, 2nd SESSION                                                                              2018/2019 

4 

 

GRAMMAR/VOCABULARY 2  (Items 6-10)                                            (2½ marks) 

Complete each sentence with ONE word only. 

6.   Where _________ they spend their holidays last summer? 

7.   I lost my phone. I can't find it _________. 

8. Their room _________ painted by Ahmed last week. 

9.   How _________ water do you drink every day? 

10.   She promised me _________ she would tell the truth in court.  
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GRAMMAR/VOCABULARY 3 (Items 11–20)                                        (5 marks) 

For each item, shade in the bubble  next to the correct option. 

 
 Have you ever wondered (11) ___________life would be like if we didn't have telephones, 

televisions or even the internet! Without (12) ___________inventions, people wouldn't be able 

to watch (13) _______ television broadcasts, listen to news reports and (14) ___________ 

with family and friends. People invented things for many (15) __________. Some inventors 

hoped to (16) ________ a lot of money from their inventions. Others just wanted  

to (17) __________ people's lives and make them better. Inventors (18) _________________ 

known to be very creative people that want to make a difference in the world. When they get 

motivated they put all their efforts into (19) ____________ the world’s problems. For 

example, Thomas Edison, invented the light bulb (20)  _________1879 which changed 

people’s lives forever. 

 

 

11.  what  where  why  when 

12.  that  this  these  there 

13.  interest  interests  interesting  interested 

14.  predict  create  communicate  become 

15.  details  habits  gestures  reasons 

16.  make  do  send  lend 

17.  improve  improves  improving  improved 

18.  is  was  are  has 

19.  solving  demonstrating  creating  connecting 

20.  in  at  on  for 
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READING 1 (Items 1-5)                                                                           (5 marks) 

Read the texts.  Are the statements which follow each text True or False?  

For each item, shade in the bubble   under the correct option. 
 

1.  

Milan, in the north of Italy, is one of the most elegant cities in Europe. It is famous for 

its magnificent architecture and paintings.  However, according to the 2017 statistics, 

the majority of young people go to Milan to visit world famous fashion houses. 

 

1. Young people are attracted to Milan for its great architecture. True False 

   

 

 

2. 

  

Ahmed is so kind and cheerful that everyone likes him. Although he often arrives late 

to school and forgets his books, the teachers never get angry with him. I wish I was 

treated the same. 

 

2. Ahmed remembers everything.  True False 

   

 

 
 

3.  

I have decided to study arts but my parents are not happy with my choice of subject. I 

have been trying to convince them, but they are concerned that I will not get a job 

after graduating. Therefore, I decided to become an English teacher as they are a lot of 

opportunities to get a job and it is my second best subject.   

 

3. The writer decided to become an artist. True False 
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READING 1 (continued) 

 

4.  

Maria and Sandra have been saving money for their trip to South Africa for over a year. 

They hoped to see Cape Town and go on safari. They also want to go on a boat trip in 

order to see dolphins, sharks and whales.  

 

4. Maria and Sandra are planning to visit South Africa. True False 

   

 
 

5.   

The best thing about camping is being outdoors and enjoying the stars at night. 

However, it's not much fun when the weather is very hot and humid. Also it’s irritating 

when you are being bitten by mosquitoes and other insects. This means you cannot get 

much sleep. 

 

5. Camping outdoors can be annoying. True False 
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READING 2  (Items 6-11)                                                                         (6 marks) 

Read the two texts. Then, for each item, shade in the bubble   next to the correct 

option.  

TEXT 1 

 Dear Sir, 

I am writing this letter to complain about the poor service we have experienced at your 

hotel this year. As you are aware, we have a five-year contract with you. For the past 

three years we have been very satisfied. Unfortunately, this year you have let us down 

badly. 

Prior to each conference, I meet with the manager-in-charge and we plan the event in 

detail. This time the manager-in charge was different. So I made sure to give him clear 

instructions regarding the layout of the presentation rooms, the refreshments for the two 

breaks, the set menu for lunch and where exactly to set up the refreshment tables. 

I visited the venue late last night to make sure that everything was where it should be. I 

was shocked when I saw the place. Firstly, the refreshment tables were set up in the 

wrong place. Secondly, the rooms were totally disorganised. Thirdly, there were not 

enough chairs in the presentation rooms and the lights were not working. The manager 

promised by this morning everything would be arranged properly. 

When I arrived today, everything was done as promised. However, I was very 

disappointed when I discovered the snacks were cold and there was no Omani coffee, 

halwa or dates provided although I had emphasised this when we chose the menu. 

I hope that you will ensure that our next event in a month’s time will run smoothly. 

Yours sincerely, 

The Human Resource Manager, 

Knowledge Village Company  

  

 

6. The company was happy with the hotel services _____________. 

  this year      for the past three 

years         
 for the past five 

years 

7. The night before the conference the _____________was not arranged as requested. 

  seating  Omani halwa      Omani coffee 

8. The aim of this letter is to ensure that the _____________. 

  lights get fixed        dates are provided    next meeting is 

well-organised 
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READING 2 (continued) 
TEXT 2 

 Dear Sir, 

The hotel management really appreciates the issues you raised about our hotel’s services.  

Regarding what you have stated about our new manager-in-charge with responsibility for 

arranging events, he is just recently appointed. He informed us about the challenges he 

was facing and the feedback you gave him. He also sought help from his colleagues to 

ensure that everything was handled properly. As a result, the team was able to arrange the 

place as requested prior to the conference. Also the refreshment tables, rooms and chairs 

were organised as planned. The food and refreshment menu was checked by the chef 

responsible for such events.  

Based on your valuable feedback, we have decided to register Mr. Fahad for an event 

management training course. This will start next week. In addition, our customer 

satisfaction team is investigating as to why the snacks were cold and the Omani 

refreshments were not served in order to ensure that our hotel services meet your 

expectations in future.  

We have worked together for the past three years. This is the first time we have received 

such negative feedback from your company. We ensure that such issues will never happen 

again and we apologise for all the upset caused to you and your colleagues.  

I would like to confirm that Mr. Fahad and his team have already started planning for your 

company’s next event. We would also like to confirm that the refreshments for the next 

event will not be charged to your company’s account. 

Best regards, 

Yours sincerely,  

The Hotel Manager 

 

9.      Mr. Fahad couldn’t manage the event arrangements because he was _____. 

  new to the job  attending a training 

course 
 working alone  

10. There will be ________________ to solve the snacks and refreshment issue. 

  an investigation  a new menu  a customer plan 

11. For the next event, the manager promised to ____________________. 

  change the manager-

in-charge 
 provide free 

refreshments 
 reschedule the next 

meeting 
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READING 3 (Items 12-17)                                                                        (9 marks) 

Read the text. Then complete the tasks. 
 

  

The Maldives are a group of very small islands in the Indian Ocean near Sri Lanka. They 

have the smallest population of any Asian country. There are about 1200 tiny islands. 

Two hundred of these islands are currently inhabited. About 400,000 people live in the 

Maldives and 75,000 of these live on the capital island, Mali. Mali is different from the 

other islands. It does not have any beaches. In fact, there is a small reef that surrounds 

the island. 

Eighty seven of the islands in the Maldives have different categories of hotels so tourists 

can go and choose the hotel that best suits their budget.  They can even stay in a small 

cabin positioned right over the water and these all have wonderful views. 

It is very easy to get around the islands. When you arrive at the island on which the 

airport is located, you can take a dhoni and go to Mali. This is a small boat used to get 

around the islands. Dhoni taxis go from the airport to the capital island every fifteen 

minutes and every half an hour after midnight. You can use these boats to visit other 

islands too. They are safe and comfortable. 

The Maldives is a popular place for scuba diving because the seas are full of many 

wonderful fish. The water is so clear and transparent that when you are underwater you 

can see for more fifty metres! There are many professional diving schools available. They 

speak many languages, so you can always find someone to help you learn how to dive. 

Of course, this is not all you can do on these beautiful islands. There are various exciting 

activities such as whale and dolphin watching, fishing, surfing, snorkeling, hiking or you 

can even explore the old town on foot. 
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READING 3 (continued) 

Task 1: For each item, write a short answer (not more than FOUR WORDS). 

12.    How is Mali different to the other islands?                                                      

 
       _____________________________________________ 

 
13.     What is a 'dhoni'?                                                      

  
        _____________________________________________ 
 

14.    Where can tourists learn scuba diving?                                                              

 

       _____________________________________________ 
 
Task 2: For each item, shade in the bubble  next to the correct option. 

 

15. Mali has a population of _________. 

  1200  75,000  400,000 

  

16. After midnight, dhoni taxis make ________ trips per hour to the capital, Mali. 

  two  three  four 

  

17. People like diving in the Maldives because they can ______ see lots of beautiful fish.  

  occasionally  sometimes  easily 

 
 

  

 

READING 

                                                                                      SCORE 

 

20 
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WRITING 1                                                                                              (5 marks) 

Write at least 75 words on the following topic: 

 “It is better to live without technology" 

                             Do you agree or not? Give your reasons. 
 

Your writing should be interesting and relevant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Marker A Marker B Average 
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WRITING 2                                                                                            (10 marks) 

Write a story of at least 100 words based on the following pictures. 

You can use the words in the box to help you. 

You can also put in more details to make your story lively and interesting. 

neighbour rescue hospital install 

emergency  fire-brigade / police visit fire-extinguisher  
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WRITING 2 (continued) 
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    Marker A Marker B Average 

    
   

 

WRITING 

                                                                                      SCORE 

 

15 
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*********************************************************************************************************************** 
 

LISTENING 1 (7 mks) 

    

1.  upset  sleeping  sick 

2.  friend's  father's  school's 

3.  she broke his laptop  her father had a lot of 
expenses 

 she was too young 

4.  buy a reasonably- priced  order the latest  borrow her friend's 

5.  two   three  four 

6.  twenty  thirty  forty 

7.  father  mother  daughter 

Notes:  One mark each. Responses must be indicated clearly.   

 
 

LISTENING 2 (8 mks) 

8. 2003. 

9.  his father.  

10.  mother, sister and brother./ his mother and (siblings) / three people. 

11. basketball.  

12.  the father's marriage  Austin's acceptance 
into university 

 Austin's birthday 

13.  all the passengers                                       Austin's stepmother   only Austin 

14.  poor               average              high 

15.  January 2011                 June 2011     December 2014                              

Notes:  One mark each. 

Qs 8-11:  (i) Complete accuracy in grammar & spelling is not required, but answers must be clearly and 

convincingly correct.   (ii) In general, apply the ‘not more than four words’. HOWEVER, use common 

sense for any slightly longer, but obviously correct answers.   
 

Qs 12-15: Responses must be indicated clearly.              
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GRM/ VCB 1 (2.5 mks) 

 a and by of off situate situated the  

1.         

2.         

3.         

4.         

5.         

Notes:  Half-a-mark each. Responses must be indicated clearly. 
 
 

GRM/ VCB 2 (2.5 mks) 
 

6.  did 

  

7. anywhere  

8.  was 

9.  much 
 
10. that 

Notes: Half-a-mark each. Spelling must be  
           correct. 

Notes: Half-a-mark each. Spelling must be correct,  
           including grammatical endings. 

 
 

GRM/ VCB 3 (5 mks) 

11.  what  where  why  when 

12.  that  this  these  there 

13.  interest  interests  interesting  interested 

14.  predict  create  communicate  become 

15.  details  habits  gestures  reasons 

16.  make  do  send   lend  

17.  improve  improves  improving  improved 

18.  is  was  are  has 

19.  solving  demonstrating  creating  connecting 

20.  in  at  on  for 

Notes:  Half-a-mark each. Responses must be indicated clearly. 
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READING 1  (5 mks) READING 2 (6 mks) 

 True False 6.  this year  
for the past three 
years  

for the past five 
years  

1. 
  

7. 
 

seating 
 

Omani Halwa. 
 

Omani coffee 

2.   8.  lights get fixed   dates are provided  
 
next meeting is well- 
organised 

3.   9.   new to the job  
attending a training 
course  

 
working alone. 

4.   10.  
 
an investigation 

 a new menu  a customer plan. 

5.   11. 
 

 change the 
manager-in- 
charge 

 provide free 
refreshments. 

 
reschedule the next  

meeting. 

Notes:  One mark 
each.  Responses 
must be indicated 
clearly. 

Notes:  One mark each.  Responses must be indicated clearly. 

 
 

READING 3  (9 mks) 

12. It doesn't have any beaches/It has a reef around the island. 

13. A small boat. 

14. In a professional diving school. 

15.  1200  75,000  400,000 

16. 
 

two 
 

three 
 

four 

17.  occasionally  sometimes  easily 

Notes:  One-and-a-half marks each. 

Qs 12-14:  (i) Complete accuracy in grammar & spelling is not required, but answers must be clearly and 

convincingly correct.   (ii) In general, apply the ‘not more than four words’. HOWEVER, use common 

sense for any slightly longer, but obviously correct answers.   
 

 Qs 15-17: Responses must be indicated clearly.              
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WRITING (GENERAL NOTES) 

 The wording of the descriptors in the relevant Rating Scale should form the basis of all 

decisions (and discussions) on the marks to be awarded. 

 There may be different individual ways of approaching a task or interpreting a picture (or set of 

pictures), but a basic requirement for all answers is that they are relevant.  

 If answers are clearly not relevant and the student has clearly not attempted the task that was 

set, no marks should be awarded. 

 However, if a student has genuinely attempted the task, but their answer is only partly relevant, 

then a reduced mark (not zero) should be awarded. 

 If markers are in any doubt, they should consult with other markers and with the Table Head. 

 

WRITING 1  (5 mks) 

5 

-Expresses opinions on topics in a lively, convincing way.  

– Supports all points effectively with relevant evidence and detail.  

– Essays are very well-organised, clear and coherent.  

– A varied range of grammar and vocabulary with a very good level of accuracy. 

4 

– Expresses opinions on topics in a reasonably convincing way.  

– Supports most points with relevant evidence and detail.  

– Essays are generally well-organised and, for the most part, clear and coherent.  

– A fair range of grammar and vocabulary with a good level of accuracy 

3 

– expresses opinions on topics, in a somewhat limited way.  

– Is inconsistent in supporting points with relevant evidence and detail.  

– Essays are poorly- organised, but are still reasonably clear and coherent.  

– A limited range of grammar and vocabulary with a reasonable level of accuracy 

2 

_Express opinions on topics, but the results are clearly inadequate.  

– Is generally weak in supporting points with relevant evidence.  

– Essays lack organization, lacking in coherence and sometimes unclear.  

– A very limited range of grammar and vocabulary with frequent errors. 

1 

-Makes only very feeble attempts to express opinions on topics.  

– Fails to support points with any relevant evidence.  

– Essays are incoherent and confusing.  

– Extremely limited range of grammar and vocabulary with frequent serious errors.  

0 
No attempt at the task:   EITHER  Irrelevant (Completely unrelated to the topic)    

 OR  Hardly any writing at all, or not written in  English   OR  Complete nonsense 
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WRITING 2  (10 mks) 

10 

– Produces narratives which are fully successful in engaging the reader.  

– Lively, effective use of appropriate detail.  

– Writing is very well-structured, clear and coherent.  

– A varied range of grammar and vocabulary with a very good level of accuracy 

8 

Produces narratives which are reasonably successful in engaging the reader.  

– Generally good use of appropriate detail.  

– Writing is generally well-structured, and mostly clear and coherent.  

– A fair range of grammar and vocabulary with a good level of accuracy. 

6 

– Produces narratives which are only partially successful in engaging the reader.  

– Somewhat limited use of appropriate detail.  

– Writing is well-structured, but is still reasonably clear and coherent.  

– A limited range of grammar and vocabulary with a reasonable level of  

   accuracy 

4 

– Produces narratives which have very limited success in engaging the reader.  

– Inadequate use of appropriate detail.  

– Writing is poorly-structured, and often unclear.  

– A very limited range of grammar and vocabulary with frequent errors. 

2 

-Produces narratives which fail entirely to engage the reader.  

– Little or no use of appropriate detail.  

– Writing is incoherent and confusing.  

– Extremely limited range of grammar and vocabulary with frequent serious errors.  

0 
No attempt at the task:   EITHER  Irrelevant (Completely unrelated to the pictures/ task/ 

instructions)   OR  Hardly any writing at all, or not written in  English   OR  Complete nonsense 
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 Write your answers on the Test Paper 

Time: 2½ hours                        Pages: 15 

 

ELEMENT Marks 
Red Marker Green Marker Blue Checker 

Name Name Name 

LISTENING 15  
    

GRM/VCB 10  
    

READING 20  
    

WRITING 15  
    

TOTAL 60      

 

 

 

Name  

School  Class  
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LISTENING 1  (Items 1-7)                                                                        (7 marks)                                                 

You are going to hear a conversation between a tour guide and a tourist planning a tour.  

Listen, and shade in the bubble  next to the correct option. 
 

1. This is the tourist’s _______________ visit to Spain. 

  first  second  third 

2. The tourist is in Spain ____________________. 

  on her own   with her daughter   with her husband  

3. Her hotel is situated near the _________________. 

  coast  city  mountains 

4. It is _______________ to take photographs inside the museum. 

  preferable  prohibited  allowed 

5. They will have lunch at _______________. 

  12:45  1:15  1:45 

6. The guide advised them to have _______________ at Spaghetti Alley Restaurant.  

  breakfast   lunch   dinner  

7. The tour guide is ________________. 

  rude  clumsy  helpful 
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LISTENING 2  (Items 8-15)                                                                      (8 marks) 

You are going to hear a talk about David Blaine who became a famous magician. 
 

Part One: For each item, write a short answer (not more than FOUR WORDS). 

 

8. Where was Blaine from? (Country) 

 

    __________________________________________________ 

 

9. What were his parents’ jobs? 

 

   ______________________ and_________________________ 

 

10. When did Blaine perform his most dangerous trick? (Year) 

 

   ___________________________________________________ 

 

11. Where did Blaine break the world record for breath-holding? 

 

     __________________________________________________ 
 

Part Two:  For each item, shade in the bubble   next to the correct option. 

12. Just before doing the trick, Blaine __________________. 

  took some rest  drank a lot of water  breathed in extra 
oxygen 

13. The doctors were worried about Blaine’s __________________. 

  oxygen  blood pressure  heart rate 

14. Blaine trained for his trick in a __________________. 

  swimming pool  TV studio  hospital 

15. The main cause of pain during the breath-holding trick was __________________. 

  water   carbon dioxide   oxygen  

 

  

 

LISTENING 

                                                                                    SCORE 

 

15 
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GRAMMAR/VOCABULARY 1 (Items 1–5)                                               (2½ marks) 

For each item, shade in the bubble   next to the correct option. 

 
It was a terrible voyage. We (1) ___________Muscat early in the morning and sailed 

across the Arabian Sea. Unfortunately, it (2) ___________us more than twelve hours to 

get to Salalah because of bad weather. As we were entering the port, something unusual 

(3) ___________. The captain (4) ___________me that one of the passengers was 

missing. We (5) ___________all over the ship, but could not find him anywhere. He had 

completely disappeared. 

 

 

 happened      met searched dropped took            told left planned 

         

1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. 
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GRAMMAR/VOCABULARY 2  (Items 6-10)                                            (2½ marks) 

Complete each sentence with ONE word only. 

6.  She has been studying in this school _________2010. 

7.  The clinic and the pharmacy _________ both built in 1990.          

8.  Rashid went to the mosque _________ pray. 

9. How _________ people were injured in the accident? 

10. The father was upset _________ his son because he got low marks in all his subjects. 
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GRAMMAR/VOCABULARY 3  (Items 11–20)                                             (5 marks) 

Complete the unfinished words in the text.  

Make sure you spell each word correctly. 
 

EXAMPLE: 

 
“Good_ morning!  My_ name’s Ahmed Al-Zedjali  and_ I’m a student_ at a  

  school_ in Muscat.  I’m in Grade_ Six.  My favourite_ subject is Maths.”   

 
 

TEXT   

Speaker A: Hi, How was Paris? 

Speaker B: It is a ve______ beautiful city! But my tr______ was quite adventurous!  

Speaker A: Really! Wh______ happened?  

Speaker B: 
When I arrived at the bus sta______, I realised my wallet had been 

sto______. I missed the bus and I had to rep______ it to the police. 

Speaker A: Oh, so where did you st______ that night? 

Speaker B: 
Well luckily, my wallet was found and all my mo______ was there. So I was 

able to sp______ the night in a nice hotel. 

Speaker A: Oh, that was gr______. 

  

 

  

 

 

GRM/VCB 

                                                                                    SCORE 

 

10 
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READING 1 (Items 1-5)                                                                           (5 marks) 

Read the texts.  Are the statements which follow each text True or False?  

For each item, shade in the bubble   under the correct option. 
 

1. 
My doctor put me on a special diet. It includes fruit, vegetables, nuts and grains. I 
have to follow it strictly for three months along with daily exercises, or join a gym and 

take up a hobby that makes me move a lot. 

 

Statement True False 

The writer has a problem with weight management.   

 

 
 

2. The hotel is closed for repairs until the end of the month. It will be open again on 

Saturday 1st, February. We apologise for any inconvenience caused to our loyal 
customers. 

 

Statement True False 

The hotel will be open this month.   

 

 
 

3. 
A man said, “It was unreal, like something from a film. All the passengers were 
shocked at the behaviour of the flight attendant. After we landed, she was joking and 

laughing as if nothing had happened.”  

 

Statement True False 

The man was travelling on a plane.   
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READING 1 (continued) 

 

4. 

One of my favourite places is Soho, which is a fashionable area in the centre of 

London. Generally, it takes me thirty minutes to reach there from Heathrow Airport. 
Many famous people have lived there. It is a very lively and colourful place.  

 

 

Statement True False 

Soho is very popular.   

 

 
 

5.  

Sami had just sat down to watch the football match when he heard the most terrifying 

scream he had ever heard in his life. The noise had been made by his little sister. She 

had seen a spider in the bath. 

 

Statement True False 

Sami’s sister was very scared.   
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READING 2  (Items 6-11)                                                                         (6 marks) 

Read these two e-mails. Then for each item, shade in the bubble   next to the correct 

option.  

TEXT 1 

  

Dear Auntie Azza, 

I'm currently in 8th grade and I'm taking Spanish. The course is very challenging, 

although the teacher is doing her best to help. I have been working so hard for the past 

two semesters, but I doubt I can pass the final exam. My parents advised me to continue 

attending the classes. They believe that I can succeed. I really don't like this course at 

all, especially the speaking lessons because I can’t talk in front of others. I don't know 

what to do. I only got 40% in the midterm exam. As I said previously I'm worried I will 

fail the exam at the end of the year. I have no idea what to do about this course because 

honestly it's just not working for me Auntie. Please help! 

Yours, 

Sara 

 
 

6. Sara has a problem with __________. 

  the language course  the teacher  her parents 

 

7. Sara hates speaking Spanish in class because she is __________. 

  lazy  confused  shy 

 

8. Her parents advised her to __________ the course this year. 

  complete  delay  cancel 
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READING 2 (continued) 

TEXT 2 

 Dear Sara, 

Thank you so much for your e-mail. I really appreciate your writing to me about the 

challenges you are facing learning Spanish. Learning a foreign language is never easy. 

When I read your e-mail, I thought what a smart girl you are for having chosen Spanish. 

You know it is the most widely spoken language in the world other than English. It is 

spoken in twenty countries. There are almost five hundred million Spanish speakers 

worldwide. So if you keep up your Spanish Sara, you could be one of them. My best 

advice to you dear is to continue learning Spanish as you are smart. Remember you went 

through the same experiences when learning French and English and now you speak both 

fluently in addition to your own language, Arabic. This will help you fulfil your dream of 

getting a job at the United Nations after you have completed university. I will always be 

there for you my dearest niece. 

Much love, 

Auntie Azza 

 

9. Auntie Azza is __________ Sara.  

  proud of  annoyed with  ashamed of 

 

10. Auntie Azza would prefer that Sara __________the course. 

  quits  postpones  continues 

 

11. Sara can speak __________ languages fluently. 

  two  three  four 
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READING 3 (Items 12-17)                                                                        (9 marks) 

Read the text. Then complete the tasks. 
 

  

In 1996, a range of cosmetics was produced using mud from the Boryeong mud flats. 

The cosmetics were said to be full of minerals, which occur naturally in the mud. 

In order to promote these cosmetics, the Boryeong Mud Festival was created. This event, 

takes place annually during the summer in Boryeong, South Korea. It was hoped people 

would learn more about the mud and the cosmetics. 

The first Mud Festival was held in 1998 and, by 2007, the festival had attracted 

approximately 2.2 million visitors. This festival takes place over a period of around two 

weeks. 

For the period of the festival, several large attractions are located on the seafront area of 

Daecheon, Boryeong. These include a mud pool, mudslides, mud prison and mud skiing 

competitions. Coloured mud is also produced for face painting. A large stage is built on 

the beach, which is used for live music, competitions and various other visual attractions. 

A small market on the seafront sells cosmetics, which are made using the mud from 

Boryeong. Various health clinics and beauty parlours offer services using the famous 

mud. The festival closes with a large and beautiful firework display. 
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READING 3 (continued) 

Task 1: For each item, write a short answer (not more than FOUR WORDS). 

12. Why do Korean people use mud in the festival? 

 
       _____________________________________________ 

 
13. When did the mud festival first start? 

  
       _____________________________________________ 
 

14. What is the last event of the festival? 

 

       _____________________________________________ 
 
 

 
Task 2: For each item, shade in the bubble  next to the correct option. 
 

15. The festival is held _____________. 

  weekly  monthly  yearly 

  

16. The festival lasts for approximately _____________ days. 

  two  four  fourteen 

  

17. The mud _____________ is not part of the festival attractions. 

  pool  flat  prison 

 
 

  

 

READING 

                                                                                      SCORE 

 

20 
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WRITING 1                                                                                              (5 marks) 

Write at least 75 words on the following topic: 

“I should never give my personal information online” 

                           Do you agree or not? Give your reasons. 
 

Your writing should be clear and convincing. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Marker A Marker B Average 
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WRITING 2                                                                                            (10 marks) 

Write a story of at least 100 words based on the following pictures. 

You can use the words in the box to help you. 

You can also put in more details to make your story lively and interesting. 

pearl necklace sad sea shells make 

birthday present beach collect delighted 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 
 

  

 

 

 
 

  

 

No money! 
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WRITING 2 (continued) 
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    Marker A Marker B Average 

    
   

 

WRITING 

                                                                                      SCORE 

 

15 
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*********************************************************************************************************************** 
 

LISTENING 1  (7 mks) 

    

1.  first  second  third 

2.  on her own  with her daughter  with her husband 

3.  coast  city  mountains 

4.  preferable  prohibited  allowed 

5.  12:45  1:15  1:45 

6.  breakfast  lunch  dinner 

7.  rude  clumsy  helpful 

Notes:  One mark each. Responses must be indicated clearly.   

 
 

LISTENING 2  (8 mks) 

8. America 

9. Soldier and (school) teacher 

10. (November) 2000 

11. TV / TV show / TV studio / live show / Oprah Winfrey TV show  

12.  took some rest  drank a lot of water  breathed in extra oxygen 

13.  oxygen  blood pressure   heart rate 

14.  swimming pool  TV studio   hospital 

15.  water  carbon dioxide  oxygen 

Notes:  One mark each. 

Qs 8-11:  (i) Complete accuracy in grammar & spelling is not required, but answers must be clearly and 

convincingly correct.   (ii) In general, apply the ‘not more than four words’. HOWEVER, use common 

sense for any slightly longer, but obviously correct answers.   
 

Qs 12-15: Responses must be indicated clearly.              
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GRM/ VCB 1  (2.5 mks) 

 happened      met searched dropped took                 told left planned 

1.         

2.         

3.         

4.         

5.         

Notes:  Half-a-mark each. Responses must be indicated clearly. 
 

GRM/ VCB 2  (2.5 mks) GRM/ VCB 3  (5 mks) 

      

6. since 11. very 16. report 

7.   were 12. trip 17. stay 

8. to 13. What 18. money 

9. many 14. station 19. spend 

10. with   15. stolen 20. great 

Notes: Half-a-mark each. Spelling must be  
           correct. 

Notes: Half-a-mark each. Spelling must be correct,  
           including grammatical endings. 

 

READING 1  (5 mks) READING 2 (6 mks) 

 True False 6.  the language 
course 

 the teacher  her parents 

1.   7.  lazy  confused  shy 

2.   8.  complete  delay  cancel 

3.   9.  proud of  annoyed with  ashamed of 

4.   10.  quits  postpones  continues 

5.   11.  two  three  four 

Notes:  One mark 
each.  Responses 
must be indicated 
clearly. 

Notes:  One mark each.  Responses must be indicated clearly. 
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READING 3  (9 mks) 

12. It’s rich in minerals / To promote the cosmetics 

13. 1998 

14. A large firework display 

15.  weekly  monthly  yearly 

16.  two  four  fourteen 

17.  pool  flat  prison 

Notes:  One-and-a-half marks each. 

Qs 12-14:  (i) Complete accuracy in grammar & spelling is not required, but answers must be clearly and 

convincingly correct.   (ii) In general, apply the ‘not more than four words’. HOWEVER, use common 

sense for any slightly longer, but obviously correct answers.   
 

 Qs 15-17: Responses must be indicated clearly.              

 
 
 
 
 

WRITING (GENERAL NOTES) 

 The wording of the descriptors in the relevant Rating Scale should form the basis of all 

decisions (and discussions) on the marks to be awarded. 

 There may be different individual ways of approaching a task or interpreting a picture (or set of 

pictures), but a basic requirement for all answers is that they are relevant.  

 If answers are clearly not relevant and the student has clearly not attempted the task that was 

set, no marks should be awarded. 

 However, if a student has genuinely attempted the task, but their answer is only partly relevant, 

then a reduced mark (not zero) should be awarded. 

 If markers are in any doubt, they should consult with other markers and with the Table Head. 
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WRITING 1  (5 mks) 

5 

– Expresses opinions on topics in a lively, convincing way.  

– Supports all points effectively with relevant evidence and detail.  

– Essays are very well-organised, clear and coherent.  

– A varied range of grammar and vocabulary with a very good level of accuracy. 

4 

– Expresses opinions on topics in a reasonably convincing way.  

– Supports most points with relevant evidence and detail.  

– Essays are generally well-organised and, for the most part, clear and coherent.  

– A fair range of grammar and vocabulary with a good level of accuracy 

3 

– Expresses opinions on topics, in a somewhat limited way.  

– Is inconsistent in supporting points with relevant evidence and detail.  

– Essays are poorly- organised, but are still reasonably clear and coherent.  

– A limited range of grammar and vocabulary with a reasonable level of accuracy 

2 

– Express opinions on topics, but the results are clearly inadequate.  

– Is generally weak in supporting points with relevant evidence.  

– Essays lack organization, lacking in coherence and sometimes unclear.  

– A very limited range of grammar and vocabulary with frequent errors. 

1 

– Makes only very feeble attempts to express opinions on topics.  

– Fails to support points with any relevant evidence.  

– Essays are incoherent and confusing.  

– Extremely limited range of grammar and vocabulary with frequent serious errors.  

0 
No attempt at the task:   EITHER  Irrelevant (Completely unrelated to the topic)    

 OR  Hardly any writing at all, or not written in  English   OR  Complete nonsense 
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WRITING 2  (10 mks) 

10 

– Produces narratives which are fully successful in engaging the reader.  

– Lively, effective use of appropriate detail.  

– Writing is very well-structured, clear and coherent.  

– A varied range of grammar and vocabulary with a very good level of accuracy 

8 

– Produces narratives which are reasonably successful in engaging the reader.  

– Generally good use of appropriate detail.  

– Writing is generally well-structured, and mostly clear and coherent.  

– A fair range of grammar and vocabulary with a good level of accuracy. 

6 

– Produces narratives which are only partially successful in engaging the reader.  

– Somewhat limited use of appropriate detail.  

– Writing is well-structured, but is still reasonably clear and coherent.  

– A limited range of grammar and vocabulary with a reasonable level of  

   Accuracy 

4 

– Produces narratives which have very limited success in engaging the reader.  

– Inadequate use of appropriate detail.  

– Writing is poorly-structured, and often unclear.  

– A very limited range of grammar and vocabulary with frequent errors. 

2 

– Produces narratives which fail entirely to engage the reader.  

– Little or no use of appropriate detail.  

– Writing is incoherent and confusing.  

– Extremely limited range of grammar and vocabulary with frequent serious errors.  

0 
No attempt at the task:   EITHER  Irrelevant (Completely unrelated to the pictures/ task/ 

instructions)   OR  Hardly any writing at all, or not written in  English   OR  Complete nonsense 
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 Write your answers on the Test Paper 

Time: 2½ hours                        Pages: 15 

 

ELEMENT Marks 
Red Marker Green Marker Blue Checker 

Name Name Name 

LISTENING 15  
    

GRM/VCB 10  
    

READING 20  
    

WRITING 15  
    

TOTAL 60      

 

 

 

Name  

School  Class  
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1 

 

LISTENING 1  (Items 1-7)                                                                        (7 marks)                                                 

You are going to hear a conversation between two friends talking about a new job.  

Listen, and shade in the bubble  next to the correct option. 
 

1. Diana’s job is a ____________. 

  manager  tour guide  receptionist 

2. The tourists travelled to the canyon by ___________. 

  car  train  bus 

3. Some of the tourists stayed at the hotel that day because they were _____________. 

  tired  ill  not interested 

4. Mark is Diana’s _____________. 

  friend  leader  colleague 

5. Diana _____________ her job. 

  likes  criticises  hates 

6. When Diana arrived back in the hotel, she _____________. 

  had a sandwich  met the leader   slept 

7. Next day, the tourists will visit the _____________ in the morning. 

  aquarium  museum  aquarium and the 

museum 
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LISTENING 2  (Items 8-15)                                                                      (8 marks) 

You are going to hear a talk about a famous comedian called Charlie Chaplin. 
 

Part One: For each item, write a short answer (not more than FOUR WORDS). 

 

8. When was Charlie Chaplin born? (Year) 

 

    __________________________________________________ 

 

9. What was his parents’ job? 

 

   ___________________________________________________ 

 

10. How old was Charlie when his father died? 

 

   ___________________________________________________ 

 

11. Where did his mother die? 

 

     __________________________________________________ 
 

Part Two:  For each item, shade in the bubble   next to the correct option. 

12. Charlie Chaplin started acting when he was _____________. 

  five  eight  ten 

13. _____________ joined the famous Fred Karno Company. 

  Charlie  Sydney  Charlie and Sydney 

14. Charlie became a world-famous_____________.  

  comedian  singer  writer 

15. When Charlie died, he left _____________ children. 

  two  eight  nine 

 

  

 

LISTENING 

                                                                                    SCORE 

 

15 
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GRAMMAR/VOCABULARY 1 (Items 1–5)                                               (2½ marks) 

For each item, shade in the bubble   next to the correct option. 

 
A refugee who could hardly speak a word of English when he arrived in Australia two 

years ago has (1)___________  his exams with excellent grades. Mohammed Al-Kaab, 

19 years of age, has (2)___________ from one of Australia's biggest high schools with 

honours. His outstanding overall grades (3)___________ him to apply to one of the top 

universities in Melbourne, Australia. He (4)___________ through a lot of challenges in 

order to start a new life in Australia. He said that he (5)___________ to use every 

opportunity to practise his English on a daily basis in order to improve his language.                        

 
 

 

 allowed went graduated hold escaped tried studied passed 

         

1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. 
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GRAMMAR/VOCABULARY 2  (Items 6-10)                                            (2½ marks) 

Complete each sentence with ONE word only. 

6.  “Which is better for you: Monday _________Tuesday?”  

7.  “This is a nice place. _________don’t we camp here?”            

8.   “How long have you _________learning English?”                                 

9.  My older brother looks _________ us when our parents go out. 

10. I do not like people _________ are not honest. 
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GRAMMAR/VOCABULARY 3  (Items 11–20)                                             (5 marks) 

Complete the unfinished words in the text.  

Make sure you spell each word correctly. 
 

EXAMPLE: 

 
“Good_ morning!  My_ name’s Ahmed Al-Zedjali  and_ I’m a student_ at a  

  school_ in Muscat.  I’m in Grade_ Six.  My favourite_ subject is Maths.”   

 
 

TEXT   

Speaker A: I’m so excited! We have two we        off! What a         you going to do? 

Speaker B: 
I’m not su       . I guess I will just stay at home. Maybe I’ll ha       out with 

my friends. What ab       you? Any plans? 

Speaker A: 

 

Yes, I’m going to relax at the be____ with my cousin. We’ll go surfing every 

day. 

Speaker B: Sounds like f       . 

Speaker A: Why don’t you co____ with us? 

Speaker B: Do you mean it? I wo____ love to. 

Speaker A: Th       is great! 

 

 

  

 

 

GRM/VCB 

                                                                                    SCORE 

 

10 
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READING 1 (Items 1-5)                                                                           (5 marks) 

Read the texts.  Are the statements which follow each text True or False?  

For each item, shade in the bubble   under the correct option. 
 

1. Engineers at a U.S. laboratory have discovered one answer to the problem of global 

warming. They have made a machine that can suck carbon dioxide from the air and 

convert it into liquid fuel. They believe their creation can provide a sustainable form of 

renewable energy. 

 

Statement True False 

The engineers’ invention is a solution to global warming.   

 

 
 

2. An older electric car designed by Tesla Motors could get from 0 to 100kph in 3.2 

seconds. Using an upgraded battery pack, called Ludicrous Mode, Tesla Motors were 

able to get the car to reach a 100kph in less than three seconds. 

 

Statement True False 

Ludicrous Mode decreased the speed of the new electric car.   

 

 
 

3. When he is not playing tennis, Saif is busy with his project, the robot chair, which helps 

older people. He is also a Goodwill Ambassador in his school. He regularly organises 

charity events for those who are in need. 

 

Statement True False 

Saif likes voluntary work.   

 
 

 

 

omaneducportal.com



ENGLISH ‘CORE’, GRADE 11, SEMESTER ONE, 2nd SESSION                                                                              2017/2018 

7 

 

READING 1 (continued)  

 

4. I looked out of the window at the railway tracks. Although we were moving at 340 

kilometres an hour, the journey was smooth and relatively quiet. The part where we 

travelled under the English Channel took just 22 minutes. Soon I was looking at the 

French fields and farmhouses. 

 

Statement True False 

The writer is travelling by plane.   

 

 
 

5. I started having driving lessons when I was seventeen. Although I am normally a quick 

learner, but I get so nervous during the tests that I can’t drive properly. I have failed 

the test three times. It is so embarrassing. 

 

Statement True False 

The writer has not got a driving licence.   
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READING 2  (Items 6-11)                                                                         (6 marks) 

Read the two texts. Then for each item, shade in the bubble   next to the correct 

option.  

TEXT 1 

  

To whom it may concern, 

On December 20, I bought a Doughnuts Kit from your store at Global World Mall. The 

cashier who helped me was called Rommel. He was very friendly and assured me that the 

Doughnuts Kit would live up to the guarantee on the box: “Perfect Doughnuts Every 

Time!”  Unfortunately, this product did not live up to its claim. 

I followed the directions included in the package very carefully.  When the doughnuts 

finished baking, I was very excited to eat the “Perfect Doughnuts” as promised on the 

box. You can imagine my disappointment when, upon tasting them, I discovered that 

they were not perfect. These doughnuts were, in fact, absolutely terrible. 

I would appreciate a full refund (OR15) for this product as soon as possible. Enclosed are 

the receipt, the empty box, and one of the awful doughnuts so that you can taste it for 

yourself. Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely,   

Sara Jones 

 
 

6. The writer had a problem with the ____________. 

  salesman  product  service 

 

7. The problem made Sara feel____________. 

  frustrated  embarrassed  disgusted 

 

8. Sara wants to ____________. 

  change the kit  fix the kit  get her money back 
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READING 2 (continued) 

TEXT 2 

 Dear Manager, 

I have been a loyal customer of your store for the past five years. I have always got 

great service, which is one of the main reasons I shop there despite the fact it is far from 

my house. However, on the 23 December, I encountered very poor service and was so 

disappointed. 

On that date, I purchased my weekly groceries, and headed towards the cash counter to 

pay. The salesman was talking on his cell phone. When I asked him to prepare the bill, 

he said he would do it in five minutes, and resumed his conversation on the phone. After 

ten minutes, he started scanning my groceries but did it slowly. The total amount was 

more than I expected, so I asked him to recheck it. Instead, he was impolite, and told 

me if I did not like it, I could take my business elsewhere. 

I was shocked at such behaviour. I do hope you will look into this matter, and ensure 

such an incident is never repeated. 

Regards, 

Ali  

 
 

9. The writer likes to do his shopping in that store because it _____________. 

  is close to his house  is cheap  provides good 

service 

 

10. On December 23, Ali had to pay _____________ money for his groceries. 

  more  less  the same 

 

11. The salesman was _____________. 

  polite  rude  smart 
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READING 3 (Items 12-17)                                                                        (9 marks) 

Read the text. Then complete the tasks. 
 

  

A flight recorder, commonly known as a Black Box, is an electronic recording device 

placed in an aircraft for the purpose of helping investigations into aviation accidents. 

Although, it is painted in fluorescent orange to make it easily seen in the event of a 

crash, it is still called the Black Box. 

The first modern flight recorder, called "Mata Hari", was created in 1942 by the Finnish 

aviation engineer Veijo Hietala. This black high-tech mechanical box was able to record 

all important aviation details during test flights of World War II fighter planes that the 

Finnish army built in their main aviation factory in Finland. Currently, the European 

Organisation for Civil Aviation Equipment (EUROCAE) specifies that a recorder must be 

able to resist high temperature fires, deep sea pressure, sea water and fluid immersion. 

There are two types of Black Boxes; the Flight Data Recorder (FDR) records different 

operating conditions of the flight such as air speed, air altitudes, and air flight systems.  

The second box is the Cockpit Voice Recorder (CVR) which records all radio transmissions 

and sounds in the cockpit including the engine noise and the pilots’ conversations. The 

two recorders provide a lot of accurate information about the flight that can be used in 

any later investigations.   

The FDR and CVR may be combined in a single unit. The two recorders must be capable 

of surviving the conditions that caused the aircraft accident. For this reason, they are 

normally stored at the tail of an aircraft, which has proved to have the best survival 

record. 
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READING 3 (continued) 

Task 1: For each item, write a short answer (not more than FOUR WORDS). 

12.  What is the colour of the flight recorder nowadays? 

 
       _____________________________________________ 

 
13. Where was the first modern flight recorder tested? (Country) 

  
       _____________________________________________ 
 

14. Which organisation issues the specifications of the black box? 

 

       _____________________________________________ 
 
 

 
Task 2: For each item, shade in the bubble  next to the correct option. 
 

15. The _____________ box saves all the sounds on a plane. 

  FDR  CVR  Mata Hari 

  

16. The black box helps in _____________. 

  reducing crash impact   collecting evidence   saving passengers 

  

17. The Black Box is located at the _____________ of the plane.  

  front  middle  back  

 
 

  

 

READING 

                                                                                      SCORE 

 

20 
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WRITING 1                                                                                              (5 marks) 

Write at least 75 words on the following topic: 

“Travelling by car is more interesting than travelling by plane” 

                           Do you agree or not? Give your reasons. 
 

Your writing should be clear and convincing. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Marker A Marker B Average 
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WRITING 2                                                                                            (10 marks) 

Write a story of at least 100 words based on the following pictures. 

You can use the words in the box to help you. 

You can also put in more details to make your story lively and interesting. 

 

break time stomach ache/vomit  hospital hygiene inspector 

examine/ samples find/bacteria pay microscope 
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WRITING 2 (continued) 
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    Marker A Marker B Average 

    
   

 

WRITING 

                                                                                      SCORE 

 

15 
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*********************************************************************************************************************** 
 

LISTENING 1  (7 mks) 

    

1.  manager  tour guide  receptionist 

2.  car  train  bus 

3.  tired  ill  not interested 

4.  friend  leader  colleague 

5.  likes  criticises  hates 

6.  had a sandwich  met the leader  slept 

7.  aquarium  museum  aquarium and the 

museum 

Notes:  One mark each. Responses must be indicated clearly.   

 
 

LISTENING 2  (8 mks) 

8. 1889 

9. Music Hall artists 

10. 12 / twelve 

11. The United States / USA / America 

12.  five  eight  ten 

13.  Charlie  Sydney  Charlie and Sydney 

14.  comedian  singer  writer 

15.  two  eight  nine 

Notes:  One mark each. 

Qs 8-11:  (i) Complete accuracy in grammar & spelling is not required, but answers must be clearly and 

convincingly correct.   (ii) In general, apply the ‘not more than four words’. HOWEVER, use common 

sense for any slightly longer, but obviously correct answers.   
 

Qs 12-15: Responses must be indicated clearly.              
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GRM/ VCB 1  (2.5 mks) 

 allowed went graduated hold escaped tried studied passed 

1.         

2.         

3.         

4.         

5.         

Notes:  Half-a-mark each. Responses must be indicated clearly. 
 

GRM/ VCB 2  (2.5 mks) GRM/ VCB 3  (5 mks) 

      

6. or 11. weeks 16. beach 

7. why 12. are 17. fun 

8. been 13. sure 18. come 

9. after 14. hang 19. would 

10. who 15. about 20. That 

Notes: Half-a-mark each. Spelling must be  
           correct. 

Notes: Half-a-mark each. Spelling must be correct,  
           including grammatical endings. 

 

READING 1  (5 mks) READING 2 (6 mks) 

 True False 6.  salesman  product  service 

1.   7.  frustrated  embarrassed  disgusted 

2.   8.  
change the 

kit 
 fix the kit  

get her 

money back 

3.   9.  
is close to 

his house 
 is cheap  

provides good 

service 

4.   10.  more  less  the same 

5.   11.  polite  rude  smart 

Notes:  One mark 
each.  Responses 
must be indicated 
clearly. 

Notes:  One mark each.  Responses must be indicated clearly. 
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READING 3  (9 mks) 

12. (fluorescent) Orange 

13. Finland 

14. EUROCAE 

15.  FDR  CVR  Mata Hari 

16.  reducing crash impact   collecting evidence  saving passengers 

17.  front  middle   back  

Notes:  One-and-a-half marks each. 

Qs 12-14:  (i) Complete accuracy in grammar & spelling is not required, but answers must be clearly and 

convincingly correct.   (ii) In general, apply the ‘not more than four words’. HOWEVER, use common 

sense for any slightly longer, but obviously correct answers.   
 

 Qs 15-17: Responses must be indicated clearly.              

 
 
 
 
 

WRITING (GENERAL NOTES) 

 The wording of the descriptors in the relevant Rating Scale should form the basis of all 

decisions (and discussions) on the marks to be awarded. 

 There may be different individual ways of approaching a task or interpreting a picture (or set of 

pictures), but a basic requirement for all answers is that they are relevant.  

 If answers are clearly not relevant and the student has clearly not attempted the task that was 

set, no marks should be awarded. 

 However, if a student has genuinely attempted the task, but their answer is only partly relevant, 

then a reduced mark (not zero) should be awarded. 

 If markers are in any doubt, they should consult with other markers and with the Table Head. 
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WRITING 1  (5 mks) 

5 

– Expresses opinions on topics in a lively, convincing way.  

– Supports all points effectively with relevant evidence and detail.  

– Essays are very well-organised, clear and coherent.  

– A varied range of grammar and vocabulary with a very good level of accuracy. 

4 

– Expresses opinions on topics in a reasonably convincing way.  

– Supports most points with relevant evidence and detail.  

– Essays are generally well-organised and, for the most part, clear and coherent.  

– A fair range of grammar and vocabulary with a good level of accuracy 

3 

– Expresses opinions on topics, in a somewhat limited way.  

– Is inconsistent in supporting points with relevant evidence and detail.  

– Essays are poorly- organised, but are still reasonably clear and coherent.  

– A limited range of grammar and vocabulary with a reasonable level of accuracy 

2 

– Express opinions on topics, but the results are clearly inadequate.  

– Is generally weak in supporting points with relevant evidence.  

– Essays lack organization, lacking in coherence and sometimes unclear.  

– A very limited range of grammar and vocabulary with frequent errors. 

1 

– Makes only very feeble attempts to express opinions on topics.  

– Fails to support points with any relevant evidence.  

– Essays are incoherent and confusing.  

– Extremely limited range of grammar and vocabulary with frequent serious errors.  

0 
No attempt at the task:   EITHER  Irrelevant (Completely unrelated to the topic)    

 OR  Hardly any writing at all, or not written in  English   OR  Complete nonsense 
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WRITING 2  (10 mks) 

10 

– Produces narratives which are fully successful in engaging the reader.  

– Lively, effective use of appropriate detail.  

– Writing is very well-structured, clear and coherent.  

– A varied range of grammar and vocabulary with a very good level of accuracy 

8 

– Produces narratives which are reasonably successful in engaging the reader.  

– Generally good use of appropriate detail.  

– Writing is generally well-structured, and mostly clear and coherent.  

– A fair range of grammar and vocabulary with a good level of accuracy. 

6 

– Produces narratives which are only partially successful in engaging the reader.  

– Somewhat limited use of appropriate detail.  

– Writing is well-structured, but is still reasonably clear and coherent.  

– A limited range of grammar and vocabulary with a reasonable level of  

   accuracy 

4 

– Produces narratives which have very limited success in engaging the reader.  

– Inadequate use of appropriate detail.  

– Writing is poorly-structured, and often unclear.  

– A very limited range of grammar and vocabulary with frequent errors. 

2 

-Produces narratives which fail entirely to engage the reader.  

– Little or no use of appropriate detail.  

– Writing is incoherent and confusing.  

– Extremely limited range of grammar and vocabulary with frequent serious errors.  

0 
No attempt at the task:   EITHER  Irrelevant (Completely unrelated to the pictures/ task/ 

instructions)   OR  Hardly any writing at all, or not written in  English   OR  Complete nonsense 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

omaneducportal.com


